
JRN 204 / ART 284 Fall 2013 Syllabus

74681 JRN 204 F01 / 75221 ART 284 F01 Basic Digital Photography 3 credit
Mon/Wed 5:10-6:40, Location: Room 126 Bunnell or Room 122 Bunnell
Instructor: Ryota “Kaji” Kajita
Office Hours: Mon/Wed 6:40 - 7:10, Location: 101 or 105B Bunnell
Contact: rkajita@alaska.edu
Class Web site: http://204284.blogspot.com/

Course Description
Basic Digital Photography will provide students with the basic skills of shooting with 
correct manual operation of a digital SLR and the introductory editing techniques 
through Adobe Photoshop and other photo editing suites. Class discussions will 
center on creative vision, composition, equipment, and techniques which the student 
will practice in the field and in the lab. Weekly in-class critiques will provide feedback 
on studentsʼ work.

Course Goals and Outcomes
Students will gain knowledge and hands-on experience in the following fundamental 
areas of photography;
● understanding proper use of a Digital SLR camera and applying exposure settings 
(aperture, shutter speed and ISO) to the camera
● understanding basic editing process and applying the techniques to their works with 
Adobe editing software, primarily Photoshop
● introduction to flash techniques and photo studio equipment
● acquiring primary skills to make a series of photographs and properly present a work
● developing ability to critique photographs and appreciate the art of photography
● generating and developing students' own artistic sense of photography

Instructional Method
The class consists of two one-and-half hour lectures (Monday and Wednesday) per 
week. Each Wednesday class starts with a lecture explaining the concept and 
techniques which are necessary for exercises in assignments. Demonstration of 
editing techniques and in-class assignment / quiz will be followed if necessary. Each 
Monday class has discussions and critiques which will provide feedback on students' 
works. Assignments will require working outside of class time (Expect to spend 8-10 
hours outside of class on shooting, editing and revising your assignments weekly).

Expectations
Students are expected to have basic knowledge of computers – preferably of the 
Macintosh operating system (or at least the ability to translate PC experience to Macs). 
This class is not intended as an introduction to computers but is expected to be an in-
depth discussion of camera use and function, basic editing techniques and digital 
printing. If you are questioning your current level of understanding of computers, 
please do not hesitate to discuss this with the instructor.



Required Equipment
You will be loaned a Canon Digital SLR camera with a 17-85mm lens. You will be 
required to only use it on manual (“manual setting” means a camera on which you can 
set the shutter speed and the aperture). “Point and shoot” cameras, which set 
themselves and cannot be controlled by you the photographer, are NOT 
ACCEPTABLE for this course. Although you are able to use your own Digital SLR for 
this class, you are required to read your camera's manual and be comfortable with its 
operation. Given that there will be several different models of cameras in class, we 
won't have the time to discuss every operation on each camera - pick up that manual 
and ask questions if they arise.

Required Readings
● Digital Photography, A Basic Manual, First Edition by Henry Horenstein, ISBN: 
9780316020749
● Handouts given by instructor

Estimated Expenses
The lab fee ($75) covers the cost, maintenance and upgrades to the computer lab, 
camera as well as any additional equipment you may use throughout the extent of the 
course. You will need to provide your own means of archiving your files - from writable 
CD/DVD's to keychain/thumb drives to external hard drives - these are all viable 
options. Expect to spend $50-$100 on these options. For you final project, you will 
need matte boards to mount your final printed images. You can buy them on UAF 
bookstore, local stores or through on-line. It will cost from $7-$25.

Rules of Class
No food, drink, smoking, guests or children in the lab at all. All cellphones must be on 
vibrate and silent during class. No texting, web browsing or any other activities not 
related to the class - your score of attendance and participation will be lowered.

Attendance Policy
Since we have many subjects to cover in short time, student attendance and 
participation in all classes are imperative and will be considered in the final grade. 
You will earn 10 points on each session. You earn only 5 points if you are more than 5 
minutes late after the beginning of session. You donʼt get any points if you are more 
than 20 minutes late. Leaving a session early or missing a substantial part of a session 
time will count as an unexcused absence. All excused absences, such as illness, 
attending court, and family emergency require written notices from doctors or 
appropriate authorities. If you miss more than 5 sessions before 10/31/2013, it will 
cause automatic withdraw. Exceeding 5 unexcused absences during the entire 
semester will lower your final grade. 

Assignment Policy
All regular assignments are due at the scheduled date and time on the dates listed. 
Late assignments will reduce the assignment grade 50%. I will not accept works more 



than 2 days late. Weekly assignments also require weekly use of the Journalism 
Department computer lab to complete assignments. Although most of the work can 
potentially be done on your home computer, much of it requires specific programs and 
equipment you may not have at home. All assignments are to be taken and then edited 
on your own time outside of class. You will be given access to Bunnel 126. Expect to 
spend 8-10 hours outside of class on shooting, editing and revising your assignments 
weekly. Missing Midterm or Final Project will cause automatic failure. Midterm is due 
11/4 by 5:00PM. Late Midterm will not be accepted. Final Project is due 12/11 by 
6:40PM. Late Final Project will not be accepted.

Participation in Class Discussions and Critiques
Participating in class discussion / critique is worth 8% of the final grade. There are 
discussions about professional photographer's books, critiques on regular 
assignments, midterm critique and final project critique. Students are required to 
actively participate in the class discussions and critiques by sharing ideas and 
opinions. Absent during the discussion / critique sessions or not actively participating 
in the sessions will lower your grade.

Keep a Journal
Keeping a journal is worth 8% of the final grade. Utilize your journal as a tool for 
learning and improving your photography. When you take photographs, record what 
time of day, the intensity of the light, where the light comes from, and any your 
thoughts. When you find appealing photographs, memorize the photographer's name 
and do research the photographer. Through the Internet, library magazines or books 
and personal books, Xerox the photographs and then glue them onto your journal. Not 
keeping the journal will lower your grade. You need to turn in the Journal on 12/11 
5:10PM.

Grading and Evaluation
Class Attendance, 10 points each.: 300 points (23%)
In class assignment / quiz, 10 points each.: 100 points (8%)
Participation in class discussion / critique: 100 points (8%)
Journal: 100 points (8%)
8 regular assignment, 50 points each.: 400 points (30%)
Midterm*: 100 points (8%)
Final Project*: 200 points (15%)
Total: 1300 points (100%)
*Missing Midterm or Final Project will cause automatic failure.

Grade Scale
Grading will follow UAF guidelines:
C-, C, C+ (from 910 to 1039 points) = Indicates satisfactory or average level of 
performance.
B-, B, B+ (from 1040 to 1169 points) = Indicates outstanding ability above the average 
level of performance.
A-, A (from 1170 to 1300 points) = An honor grade, indicating originality and 



independent work, a thorough mastery of the subject, and the satisfactory completion 
of more work than is regularly required.
D (from 780 to  909 points) = The lowest passing grade, indicating work of below 
average quality and performance.
F (from 0 to 779 points) = Indicates failure to meet lowest standards.
Note: I do not give an incomplete grade.

Academic Honesty
The University of Alaska requires students to conduct themselves honestly and 
responsible, and to respect the rights of others. In class assignments, students must 
submit work that fairly and accurately reflects their level of accomplishment. Any work 
that is not a product of the student's own effort is considered dishonest. Students may 
not submit the same work for more than one class. Plagiarism is defined as 
appropriating passages or ideas from another personʼs work and using them as oneʼs 
own. Fabrication is the inclusion of an invented statement within the body or work. 
Neither plagiarism nor fabrication will be tolerated at the Department of Journalism 
and Art. Any student found to have plagiarized or fabricated statements in a 
Department of Journalism and Art class will receive, at minimum, an automatic “F” for 
the class. Further action, such as expulsion, also will be considered. Please refer to 
the Student Code of Conduct for additional information regarding the policy on 
academic honesty.

Disabilities Services
The Office of Disability Services implements the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
and insures that UAF students have equal access to the campus and course materials. 
Reasonable accommodations will be provided for students with disabilities. For more 
information contact the Office of Disabilities Services (208 WHITAKER BLDG, 
474-5655).

Course Schedule: Subject to change and revision.

9/9 (Mon): Welcome to Basic Photography. Equipment and supply needs and 
expenses, expectations of class, journal. How to success this class.

9/11 (Wed): Lecture - Basic Camera Operation
Learn how to get a good exposure and use a light meter.

9/16 (Mon): Lecture & Practice - Digital workflow & Basic Digital Editing Technique
Learn how to upload assignments. How independent work in the labs will function. 
Demo of Photoshop techniques to make your photos just a bit better. Discuss minimal 
reliance on editing.

9/18 (Wed): Lecture & Practice - Review of basic camera operation, digital workflow 
and basic digital editing technique
Practice:  ~30 minutes worth of shooting outside or in a comparable environment. Use 
what you just learned!



Assignment #1 - DUE 9/30 5:00PM: Carry your camera around everywhere you go, 
when you see a picture take it. Remember to crop with your feet. Fill the frame with 
your subject. Finish at least 100 images. Edit 5 images for this assignment, upload the 
edited 5 images and all jpeg images you shot.

9/23 (Mon): Lecture & Practice - Review of basic camera operation, digital workflow 
and photoshop editing
Discuss any problems that you may have had with photographing and editing.

9/25 (Wed): Lecture - Depth of Field
Assignment #2 - DUE 10/7 5:00PM: Depth of Field. Tun in edited 10 (5 series of 2 
comparative shots) images for this assignment and all jpeg images you shot. Make five 
series of two comparative shots that show the exact same subject but very different 
depth of field. One will have almost everything sharply in focus and the other will have 
almost everything out of focus.

9/30 (Mon): Critique & Peer Review of #1 Assignment

10/2 (Wed): Lecture - Stop, Pan & Blur Motions
Discussion on motion and how shutter speed affects the motion visualized in the 
photo. Discuss Stop, Pan & Blur Motions. Use of a tripod necessary for this assignment 
– make sure you check one out from Journalism or the Library.
Assignment #3 - DUE 10/14 5:00PM: Motion. Turn in 5 edited images and all jeeps 
images you shot for this assignment. Make 5 shots that show the variety of each type of 
motion: stop motion, blur, and pan. No photos of cars please! Get creative – donʼt just 
do “easy” or accessible subject like people jumping or random dorm room things 
moving – challenge yourself!  Watch out for this assignment – Itʼs far too easy to take 
snapshots and poor compositions for this assignment!

10/7 (Mon): Critique & Peer Review of #2 "Depth of Field" Assignment

10/9 (Wed): Lecture - Metering, Composition, Perspective, Abstraction, Use of lines 
and patterns.
Discuss metering and bracketing. Discuss composition, perspective, abstraction, use 
of lines and patterns.
Assignment #4 - DUE 10/21 5:00PM - Wacky Point of View. Perspective & the unique 
eye. Turn in all jpeg images you shot for this assignment and 5 edited images that 
explore unique perspectives, attention to compositional detail, juxtaposition of size 
and scale, lines, patterns, etc.

10/14 (Mon): Critique & Peer Review of #3 "Motion" Assignment

10/16 (Wed): Midterm Discussion - Portrait photography & Demonstration - Studio 
Shooting
What makes a good portrait? Environmental and Studio portraits.
MIDTERM ASSIGNMENT - DUE 10/28 5:00PM: Turn in all jpeg images you shot for 



this assignment and 5 edited images. Environmental Self-portrait (2 edited images, 
different background, poses, settings not in studio), Environmental Portrait of a friend 
(2 edited images, different backgrounds, poses, settings) and Studio Portrait of a friend
(1 edited image). These are not snapshots. They should have great light and 
interesting backgrounds and be well thought out.
 
10/21 (Mon): Critique & Peer Review of #4 "Wacky Point of View" Assignment

10/23 (Wed): Lecture and Guest Speaker: Photojournalism
Discuss photojournalism, the 5 W's, model releases & briefly discuss media law. 
Discuss how to effectively photograph strangers in a photojournalistic manner and 
have confidence behind the camera.
ASSIGNMENT #5 - DUE 11/4 5:00PM: News or Strangers. Turn in 5 edited images 
and all jpeg images you shot for this assignment. Photograph at least 2 newsworthy 
events and write an outline for each event – include 5 Wʼs that show you did your job 
as a photojournalist. These should be relatively candid shots of STRANGERS – no 
friends and no posed shots!

10/28 (Mon): Critique & Peer Review of MIDTERM

10/30 (Wed): Lecture - Flash and alternative lighting
Discuss Flash Photography and the three major types of flashes: Direct, Bounce & Fill. 
Speedlite 430 EXII.
ASSIGNMENT #6 - DUE 11/11 5:00PM: Flash. Turn in all jpeg images you shot for this 
assignment and 5 edited images – making sure that they showcase a variety of flash 
techniques. Make 5 shots that show the variety of each type of flash: direct, bounce 
and fill.

11/4 (Mon): Critique & Peer Review of #5 "Strangers or News" Assignment

11/6 (Wed): Lecture: Night Photography
Discuss night photography, long exposures, effective use of lighting in overexposed 
night shots, motion photography at night. Shoot in dimly lit situations indoors or outside 
during the night trying different exposure settings. Focus on differences between light 
and dark, lighting effectively and long exposures.
ASSIGNMENT #8 - DUE 11/18 5:00PM: Night Photography: Turn in all jpeg images 
you shot for this assignment and 5 edited images. Use any of the discussed Night 
Photography exercises.

11/11 (Mon): Critique & Peer Review of #6 "Flash" Assignment.

11/13 (Wed): & Something New
ASSIGNMENT #7 - DUE 11/25 5:00PM: Something New.

11/18 (Mon): Critique & Peer Review of #7 "Night Photography" Assignment



11/20 (Wed): Final Project Discussion & Library Research
Discuss Final Project – start working on this now! Do some library and/or internet 
research. Prepare matte board. 
FINAL PROJECT #A - DUE 11/27 5:00PM: CONCEPT and CANDIT IMAGES
FINAL PROJECT #B - DUE 12/4 5:00PM: At least 3 edited images
FINAL PROJECT #C - DUE 12/9 5:00PM: 5 edited images
FINAL PROJECT #D - DUE 12/11 6:40PM: 5 mounted photos and all jpeg images you 
took for final project

11/25 (Mon): Critique & Peer Review of #8 "Something New" Assignment

11/27 (Wed): Discussion of Final Project. Critique & Peer Review of "FINAL PROJECT 
A" Assignment.

12/2 (Mon): Workshop for Presentation: Mat Board Cutting and Dry Mount Press - this 
is required for your final project - be sure there!

12/4 (Wed): Discussion of Final Project. Critique & Peer Review of "FINAL PROJECT 
B" Assignment.

12/9 (Mon): Discussion of Final Project.  Critique & Peer Review of "FINAL PROJECT 
C" Assignment.

12/11 (Wed): Hang 5 mounted photos for the show in the hallway of Journalism 
Department. Turn in your journal. Return equipments you borrowed from the 
Journalism Department.

12/18 (Mon): Critique & Peer Review of Final Project. Take down your prints and get 
your journal back.


