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General Overview of Course

JRN 413, “Mass Media Law and Regulation,” is a course which studies the manner in which
the American legal system interrelates with, regulates and controls, many aspects of modern
American journalism.

The course first provides a broad survey of how law originates in all three branches of
government, the executive, the legislative and the judicial and at both the federal and state levels. 
Students will become familiar with the several sources of law which govern the mass media: federal
and state constitutions, particularly the First and Fourteenth  Amendments to the U.S. Constitution,
federal and state administrative regulations (originating in the executive branch), federal and state
statutes (originating in the legislative branch) and federal and state case law (originating in the
judicial branch). The first half of the semester will focus on the First Amendment freedoms of
expression and on the potential liability for acts which constitute defamation and invasion of privacy.

The second half of the semester will explore several additional important topics, including
gathering information from public records and meetings, protection of confidential news sources,
how trial courts attempt to balance a criminal defendant’s right to a fair trial with the public’s right
to access information of importance or concern, the regulation of the broadcast media, advertising,
intellectual property law, primarily copyright law, and the regulation of obscenity.

Throughout the semester individual students will lead discussion of definitive court decisions,
particularly those of the U. S. Supreme Court. These discussions and the knowledge derived from
them will help prepare students for careers as professional journalists in three ways: 1) students
will develop an ability to understand and intelligently discuss legal issues; 2) students will gain
enough knowledge of media law to have a basic understanding of their rights as newsgatherers;
and 3) students will gain enough knowledge of media law to have a basic understanding of potential
liability for damages or other sanctions while functioning as a professional journalist.

Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of the course, a student will:

1. Understand the framework of our tripartite system of government and how it provides 
several different sources of American law from the federal, state and local executive, legislative and
judicial branches of government.

2. Understand how American law impacts the duties and responsibilities of a professional
journalist and what activities might create potential liability for civil damages or criminal sanctions. 
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3. Have a thorough understanding of the First Amendment to the United States Constitution,
its historical development and the numerous contemporary issues that still are being resolved by
the United States Supreme Court.

4. Understand the function of a trial court, the traditional judicial remedies available for
guaranteeing a fair trial, and restrictive orders and closed proceedings used to control publicity.

In addition, upon successful completion of the course, a student will be able to:
5. Read an opinion published by a court, produce a brief outline of the case, and understand

the rule or rules of law (“holdings”) provided by the case.
6. Read a federal or state statute or administrative regulation and understand the rule or

rules of law provided.
7. Outline the essential proofs required for a successful defamation claim against a

broadcast or print media along with the numerous defenses available to protect the media from civil
liability.

8. Outline the essential proofs required for a successful invasion of privacy claim against a
broadcast or print media along with the numerous defenses available to protect the media from civil
liability.

9. Gather information relevant to a news story from public records and meetings, based upon
a thorough understanding of both the federal and state open records and open meetings laws,
including the federal Freedom of Information Act ( F.O.I.A.).

10. Be able to protect a confidential source without facing liability for contempt of court.
11. Outline the essential elements of intellectual property law, focusing primarily on

copyright.
12. Outline the essential elements involved in the regulation of the broadcast media.
13. Outline the essential elements involved in the regulation of advertising.
14. Outline the basic elements involved in the regulation of obscene and erotic material.

Attendance

Regular attendance at class each Tuesday evening is important. While the course is
designed around the textbook, a large quantity of information will be passed on to students through
class lectures, discussions and instructor handouts. While attendance will not be taken,1 a portion,
10%, of the final grade will be based on class participation as explained below.

Assigned Cases

Throughout the course, students will study case law from both the federal and the state
courts.  Since it would be impossible for each student to study in detail all cases assigned, some
of which are lengthy, the instructor will assign individual cases to individual students and ask that
the student prepare to lead a discussion of the case during class by reading the discussion of the
assigned case in the text, by reading the case outline provided by the instructor, and when
appropriate by reading the actual court opinion. The instructor will provide students with an outline
of most of the cases studied in the course. These will assist students in preparing the case for class
discussion and in preparing for and writing the midterm and final exams.

     1  The instructor will, however, keep a seating chart for the first few weeks of class.  The purpose
of this is solely to assist in learning student names.  He is not a regular teacher in the Journalism 
Department and is not acquainted with many of the students.  A seating chart will assist in overcoming
this lack of familiarity.
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Two Exams

There will be two take-home exams during the semester, a midterm exam and a final exam:

MIDTERM  EXAM. The take-home midterm exam will be distributed to students during class
on Tuesday, October 16.  It must be handed in during class on Tuesday, October 23.  The exam
will be graded, returned to students and discussed during class on Tuesday, October 30. The
midterm exam will cover topics studied during the first half of the semester, from Class 1 through
Class 7.

FINAL EXAM. The take-home final exam will be distributed to students during class on
Tuesday, November 20, the class before the Thanksgiving break. It must be handed in during class
on Tuesday, November 27. The exam will be graded and returned to students on Tuesday,
December 4, the last evening of class. The final exam will cover topics studied during the second
half of the semester, from Class 7 (“Gathering Information; Records and Meetings”) through and
including Class 12, (“Broadcast Regulation”)  It will not cover topics studied during the first half of
the semester.

There will be no other exams, quizzes, written reports or term papers during the semester.

In order to "free up" as much class time as possible, so that all topics in the text can be
covered during the semester, both exams will be take-home exams. This means that students will
be free to complete the exams at their own pace, rather than during the three-hour period allotted
during class. Students will also be allowed to refer to the text and use any notes, case law outlines,
or other materials accumulated during the semester while answering the exam questions.  As with
any general study of law, students are not expected to memorize the law, a task which would be
literally impossible. Instead, students should learn where to find the law and how to organize it in
a manner which will permit its efficient retrieval. Thus, each student is encouraged to develop a
system of learning the course material and organizing the case law studied that will facilitate quick
retrieval while completing the examinations.

The need for make-up exams, while burdensome, is inevitable. Graded exams cannot be
returned and discussed in class until everyone has taken the exam. Thus, in order for graded
exams to be returned to all students as quickly as possible, make-up exams must be scheduled
and taken within one week except in the most extenuating of situations.

Grade

90% of the final grade will be based on the two exams. Each will provide 45% of the
student's final grade; that is, each exam is of equal weight. The remaining 10% will be based on
the student's participation in the class, which will consider such items as the quality of the student’s
preparation of assigned cases, and the student's initiation of and participation in class discussions. 
There will 100 points possible on each exam. Letter grades will be assigned according to the
following scale:

A = test score of 91-100
B = test score of 81-90
C = test score of 71-80
D = test score of 61-70
F = test score of 60 or lower.
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The two test scores will be combined for a final letter grade.  In the case of a split between
two letter grades, for example a "B" on the midterm exam and an "A" on the final exam, the final
grade will be adjusted upward or downward based on the 10% "class participation" factor. 

You may withdraw from the course and receive a grade of “W” through Friday, October 26.
Be aware that if, for any reason, you need to drop the class you must formally withdraw. Otherwise,
your name will show up on the final grade roster for JRN 413. UAF has reinstated the “NB” (no
basis) grade this semester, so that would most likely be your final grade.

Materials Required for JRN 413

1. The course uses one text: Mass Media Law, 18th edition, by Don R. Pember and Clay
Calvert, McGraw Hill Publishers. Unfortunately, a new book costs over $100, although used and
rental texts may be available through the UAF bookstore. In addition, students who have access
to the previous edition, the 17th edition, will be able to use that text. The chapters are the same in
both editions. Obviously, the page numbers will be slightly different.

2. There are no other required materials for the course. All cases that are assigned for
reading and outlining will be available on the Internet, on an online service the instructor will
provide, or at the Rasmuson Library on the UAF main campus, the UAF paralegal library at 604
Barnette Street, Room 103, or the state court house law library, 101 Lacey Street.

Sharing Work and Plagiarism

While in the “real world” of practicing journalists, two or more often work together on a
project, this concept does not work well in the educational context. Students are expected  to work
independently on the exams and to provide answers based on their own understanding of the
issues and law involved. Any students who engage in plagiarism, copying verbatim from another
student’s work, will receive a grade of “F” for the course.

 Support Services

The UAF Office of Disability Services implements the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
and ensures that UAF students have equal access to the campus and course materials. The
instructor will work with the Office of Disability Services, 208 Whitaker Building, 474-5655,
www.uaf.edu/disability or uaf-disabilityservices@alaska.edu to provide reasonable accommodation
for students with disabilities

Information Concerning the Instructor

Instructor: Ed Husted

UAF Position: Professor; and Program Head for the UAF Paralegal Studies Program

Office Address: UAF Community and Technical College
604 Barnette Street, Room 103
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
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Office Hours: Monday, 9:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Tuesday, 9:30 A.M. To 4:00 P.M.
Wednesday, 9:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Thursday, 9:30 A.M. To 4:00 P.M.
Friday, 9:30 AM. to 12 Noon

Office Telephone: 455-2835
Office Fax: 455-2881
E-Mail: eshusted@alaska.edu
Home Telephone: 457-8314
Home Office Fax: 452-8157

Mr. Husted was graduated from Carleton College (B.A.) at Northfield, Minnesota in 1959 and
from Indiana University Law School (LL.B.) at Bloomington, Indiana in 1962. He served as a Deputy
Attorney General for the State of Indiana from 1962 to 1964.  Thereafter, he engaged in the general
practice of law in Indiana until 1979. During this time, he also served as a Deputy Prosecuting
Attorney from 1966 to 1970.

Mr. Husted came to Alaska in 1982 and worked for six years as a paralegal in two Fairbanks
law offices engaged exclusively in workers' compensation law. Beginning in 1988, Mr. Husted
worked as a specialist in legal research and writing through his business, Lawyer Support Services,
and provided these services on contract to attorneys throughout the state.  His wife also owns a
law-related business, LSS Court Reporting.  Mr. Husted is not admitted to the practice of law in
Alaska.

Mr. Husted taught the first "Introduction to Paralegal Studies" class (PLS 101) offered at UAF
in the fall semester of 1992 and has taught the same course during each succeeding semester up
to the present time. In addition, this is the 23rd year Mr. Husted has taught “Mass Media Law.” 

In the fall of 1997, Mr. Husted became the first full-time coordinator of the UAF paralegal
studies program, a position he has held since that time. As such, he serves as the advisor for 
roughly 50 students who have declared paralegal studies as their major at UAF. In February 2001,
the UAF paralegal studies program was approved by the American Bar Association, a level of
credibility achieved by fewer than 25% of the paralegal training programs in the United States. It
was reapproved by the ABA in February 2009.
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