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COJO F101 FE1 

MEDIA AND CULTURE NIGHT CLASS 

FALL 2018 

BUNNELL 313 

TUESDAY 

6 P.M.  

 

BRIAN PATRICK O'DONOGHUE  

Professor  

bpodonoghue@alaska.edu  

474-6247 

Office: Bunnell 101 

Hours: Wednesday, 2-4 p.m. 
 & by appointment 
 

Required reading: 

Baran, Stanley J., Introduction to Mass Communication: Media 
Literacy and Culture, 9th edition 
 

Course description:  

History and principles of mass communications 

and the role of information media in American 

society. Introduction to professional aspects 

of mass communications, including print and 

broadcast 

 

Course goals: 

The course is 

designed to help 

you to think critically about media 

messages presented every day, explore 

the historic roots of America’s 

press,legal considerations arising 

from the Constitution’s express 

protection for Free Speech, and 

promote media literacy about evolving 

communication strategies.  

 

Student learning outcomes: 

Upon successful completion of this 

course, students will: 
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● Recognize the cultural transformation unleashed by the mass 

communication starting with the printed word, film, 

wireless broadcasts and continuing through digital networks 

and social media. 

● Gain media literacy recognizing advertising, product 

placement, and other strategies shaping opinion through 

mass communication channels.  

● Develop awareness of news media’s special standing under 

the U.S Constitution’s 1st  Amendment and the court’s role 
setting regulatory boundaries. 

 

Instructional methods: 

Course content delivered through textbook readings, lectures, 

videos, guest speakers, student presentations and class 

discussions. 

 

What to expect: Over the course of the semester students will 
complete two 750-word papers, take part in two group 

press-conference style class presentations, 14 reading quizzes, 

about 10 take-home worksheets, a midterm and a final.  

 

FINAL GRADE BREAKDOWN: 

 

Attendance: 10% 

Participation: 5%  

Quizzes: 15% 

Worksheets: 10% 

Midterm: 10% 

Research Papers: 30% 

Final Exam: 20% 

 

Notes on grading 

All assignments are scored on a 10-point scale for conversion to 

percentages. Final grades are determined by applying the 

weighted components above and this plus-minus standard:  

  

A-range grades: Honor-level work that indicates originality, 

mastery of the subject and satisfactory completion of more work 

than regularly required  

97%-100% = A+, 91-96% = A, 87-90 = A-; and so on. 

B range:  Above average performance. Students need to do exactly 

what’s asked for and do it well. 

C range: Average quality work 
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D range: Below average 

F:  Indicates failure to meet lowest standards. To get an “F,” 

students in my classes will have missed major elements of the 

assignment and/or the content will be all—or nearly all—poor, 

and likely missed substantial class and/or largely did not 

participate  

 

HOW TO SUCCEED IN COJO F101 

1. Study the vocabulary terms. Ask questions until you understand 

the concepts. 

2. Consider how theories and strategies apply in your daily 

experience as a consumer of media, bombarded by political ads 

and commercials. 

3. Keep pace with the reading and quizzes. Attend every class and 

take notes.  

4. Actively participate. 

5. Check Blackboard for updated assignments. 
6. Think hard about your paper topics. The earlier you settle on 

an idea the easier it will be to collect good sources and 

current examples.  

7. Respect your peers. Support and encourage each other. Offer 

constructive criticism. 

 

“DANGER, DANGER WILL ROBINSON!” 

Plagiarism is appropriating someone else’s words and presenting 

them as your own.  

 

It's fair game for a reporter to quote newspapers, magazines, TV 

reports or material obtained from credible Web sources. BUT it's 

plagiarism to do so without proper attribution and appropriate 

quote marks. Evidence of plagiarism will result in a "F" on any 

assignment. Further sanctions are possible.  

 

Fabrication is making up a quote, a source or an event; in other 

words presenting as real something that did not occur or does 

not exist. This is a firing offense, a likely career ender, 

warrants an "F" for the course and possible expulsion from the 

UAF Journalism program.  

 

Attendance is mandatory:  Baring a documented emergency, illness 
or prior arrangements with the professor, missed quizzes and 

other in-class work cannot be made up.  

 

Email papers as WORD or .docx-compatible documents.Make sure to 
name files noting your last name, followed by the assignment. 
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For example: Peters-Paper2 
 

Communications: E-mail is best for submitting assignments or 
asking questions that may occur to you outside class. Use the 
subject line to identify what the email is about. I try and 
respond within 48 hours during the work week. No promises on the 

weekend.  

 

CELL PHONE FREE ZONE: 

No texting, watching videos on devices, or perusing social media 

during class.No kidding. If you must deal with calls or 

messages, quietly take it outside the classroom. 

  

Newsroom etiquette: Candor and informality is encouraged, not 
mean-spirited jabs, profanity or off-topic tangents. Students 

who exceed the bounds taste will be curbed. 

 

Anyone uncomfortable with the nature and direction of class 

discussions should contact the professor privately. 
 

SPECIAL NEEDS? 

Take advantage of UAF’s free support services: 

I can make reasonable accommodations for individuals with 

documented disabilities, for example, arranging for an in-class 

note taker or providing a quiet test-taking environment. See 

Disability Services for a letter recommending the kind of 

assistance you need to be successful. More options are open 

early in the semester. Notify me about possible special needs 

within the first two weeks.  

 

Disability Services 

e-mail. fydso@uaf.edu 
tel. 907-474-5655 

tty. 907-474-1827 

Whitaker Building Room 208 

www.uaf.edu/disability 
 

 

Writing Center 

Dept. Of English 

801 Gruening Bldg. 

(907) 474-5314  

faengl@uaf.edu 

COJO Speaking Center 

507 Greuning Bldg. 

 

 
(907) 474-5470  

fyspeak@uaf.edu 
Any student I suspect may benefit will receive mandatory 

referrals. 
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The centers provide this and more: 

Our department’s Speaking Center is a student-oriented service 

that helps preparing public presentations. Assistance areas 

include refining topics, organizing material and practicing 

presentation. The Center makes it possible to digitally record 

and to watch one's practice presentation, receiving constructive 

feedback from a Speaking Center coach. 

 

The Writing Center, a student-staffed, student-oriented service 

of the English Department, assists with any phase of the writing 

process -- planning, drafting and revising. Discover ways of 

improving grammar, mechanics, and punctuation.  

 

More options are available early in the semester, so don’t be 

shy. 
 
The University of Alaska Board of Regents have clearly stated in BOR 
policy that discrimination, harassment and violence will not be tolerated on 
any campus of the University of Alaska. If you believe you are experiencing 
discrimination or any form of harassment, including sexual 
harassment/misconduct/assault, you are encouraged to report that 
behavior. If you disclose sexual harassment or sexual violence to faculty 
members or university employees, they must notify the UAF Title IX 
coordinator about the basic facts of the incident. Your choices for 
disclosure include: 

1. You may confidentially disclose and access confidential counseling 
by contacting the UAF Health and Counseling Center at 474-7043. 

2. You can get support and file a Title IX report by contacting the UAF 
Title IX coordinator at 474-7599. 

3. You may file a criminal complaint by contacting the UAF Police 
Department at 474-7721. 
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ABOUT THE PROFESSOR 

In 2016, Brian Patrick O’Donoghue received Alaska Press Club’s highest honor, the Tom Snapp-Howard 

Rock First Amendment Award, for “dogged persistence in pursuit of the truth.” The recognition followed 

more than a decade of student-assisted reporting that helped exonerate the Fairbanks Four. The local 

men, including three Native Alaskans, were wrongfully incarcerated 18 years for a white teen’s 1997 

murder. 

O’Donoghue’s long career spans print, broadcast and mobile 
journalism. He’s taken readers soaring in an F-16, 
accompanied Stryker Brigade soldiers sweeping palm groves 
for weapons in Iraq, chased oil slicks and rock scrubbers 
across Prince William Sound and reported on pipeline 
construction out on the Arctic Ocean ice in 70-below 
conditions. 
 
Newsroom affiliations: The Anchorage Daily News, Fairbanks 
Daily News-Miner, Frontiersman, KTVA-TV Anchorage, 
KTVF-TV Fairbanks, The Villager, NYC, City Paper, Baltimore and Washington, D.C.  
 
His news photos document Mid East peace talks, political campaigns, disasters, tribal gatherings and jazz 
greats. His books, My lead Dog was a Lesbian, and Honest Dogs, recount his own misadventures 
mushing the distance in both Alaska's Iditarod and the 1,000-mile Yukon Quest International. 
 
O’Donoghue spent 2012-13 teaching and researching digital media trends as a Fulbright-Nehru Scholar 
in residence at Symbiosis Institute of Media and Communication, in Pune, India. 
 
He is past president of Alaska Press Club and a dedicated member of Investigative Reporters and 
Editors. He began teaching journalism at UAF in 2001, and served as journalism department chair from 
fall 2009- spring 2015. 
 
O'Donoghue and his wife, former journalist Kate Ripley, have three children, Rory, Rachel and current 

UAA Seawolf Robin. 

M.A. '85, Broadcast Journalism, New York University 

B.A. '77, History, University of California, Santa Cruz 
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